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Dear CAPA Department, 

 

The Mitchell Old Company would like to warmly invite you to the School Student Showing 

of The Last Five Years on Friday 12th February 2021 at the Castle Hill Pioneer Theatre. The 

Mitchell Old Company is a newly established live entertainment and theatre production 

group that is aiming to reignite the Sydney Theatre scene after the 2020 Covid-19 Pandemic. 

We pride ourselves on empowering young creatives by creating a professional yet nurturing 

space for them to practice their craft. Hence, we would like to encourage local schools to 

give their students the opportunity to meet and watch other young artists who are pursuing 

the creative arts as a career.  

 

The Last Five Years, written and composed by Jason Robert Brown is a brilliantly funny, 

tender, intimate and playful musical that chronicles a couple’s passionate romance from 

both perspectives: Jamie from the beginning with all the optimism of young love, looking to 

the future; Cathy with the hurt and disappointment of its end, looking backwards. 

Somewhere in between their story overlaps. The Off-Broadway hit has developed a cult 

following worldwide in theatre communities, with its extraordinary ability to express 

universal feelings of love and heartbreak into a deeply affecting and intimate musical 

experience. 

 

Students will have the opportunity to watch the production at a discounted rate of $15 per 

student, as well as engage in a Q&A with the actors, musicians, lighting operator, set 

designer, costume designer, producer and director. We hope this will give students the 

opportunity to critically question choices made by the actors and director, which will in turn 

translate to a deeper understanding of not only the show, but musical theatre as a genre. 

Although viewing live performances for CAPA subjects is incredibly important, it has 

become increasing harder to find appropriately pitched experiences that reinforce content 

being learnt within the classroom. We hope to facilitate this by promoting the following 

concepts during the Q&A to provide clear links to what is being learnt in class. 

 

Music Stage 5 Outcomes: 

• 5.7 demonstrates an understanding of musical concepts through the analysis, 

comparison, and critical discussion of music from different stylistic, social, cultural 

and historical contexts. 

• 5.10 demonstrates an understanding of the influence and impact of technology on 

music. 

• 5.11 demonstrates an appreciation, tolerance and respect for the aesthetic value of 

music as an artform. 

Music Questions: 

• The use of thematic material within Musical Theatre and how the development of 

these motifs relates to the overall narrative. 

• Different stylistic requirements of styles such as classical, rock, jazz and folk. 

Looking at how both the musicians and actors change their approaches. 



 www.mitchellold.com.au  

• The use of word painting within musical theatre. 

• Chamber music in contemporary musicals. 

• How the score works both with and against the lyrics to tell a story. 

• Key characteristics of contemporary musical theatre. 

• Is dialogue necessary in a musical? 

• Vocal and Instrumental Technique questions. 
 

Drama Stage 5 Outcomes: 

• 5.3.1 responds to, reflects on and evaluates elements of drama, dramatic forms, 

performance styles, dramatic techniques and theatrical conventions.  

• 5.3.2 analyses the contemporary and historical contexts of drama. 

• 5.3.3 analyses and evaluates the contribution of individuals and groups to processes 

and performances in drama using relevant drama concepts and terminology. 

Drama Questions: 

• Symbolism within the set and lighting, as well as how it changes throughout the 

show. 

• The change in costumes within the show to demonstrate the aging of each character. 

• How clarity was achieved with the reversed timeline concept. 

• How the staging choices of the actors and director were significant to the story. 

• Characterisation of each character and the implications for the audience’s perception 

at the end of the show. 

 

As well as the performance and Q&A, teachers will also be able to access digital resources 

for both before and after the show. The show is pitched to a Stage 5 & 6 level, with many 

songs perfect for HSC performances. We also hope that the Q&A will provide a professional 

insight into the various elements of production that Stage 6 Drama students will focus on in 

their IP. This showing of The Last Five Years will be adapted to remove some of the 

swearing; however, the rest of the performance will remain unchanged. Please note that 

there will not be the use of theatrical haze or strobe lighting within the performance.  

 

Ticket prices are set at $15 per person, with a free teacher ticket for every 10 students 

booked. The link to purchase the tickets is below and please feel free to contact us with any 

questions you may have. We look forward to seeing your students for a local theatre event 

that will cement your Musical Theatre unit.  

 

Ticketing Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BMXKH  

 

Kind Regards, 

The Mitchell Old Company 

info@mitchellold.com.au   
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